
RICHARD HENRY LEE ELEMENTARY 
SOARING  TO  EXCELLENCE:  TUESDAY OCTOBER 1,  2019 

 October 

7 Interims sent home 

8 Professional 

Development- 2hr 

Early Dismissal for 

all students 

9 Yom Kippur- Schools 

and Central Offices 

Closed 

15 Parent/Teacher 

Conferences- 

Schools Closed for 

Students 

16 Parent/Teacher 

Conferences- 

Schools Closed for 

Students 

18                  Fun Run 

 

November 

7/8 End of marking 

period 

Two-hour early 

dismissal 

11 Beginning of second 

marking period 

11-15 American Education 

Week 

 

20 Report card 

distribution for all 

students 

27-29 Thanksgiving 

Holiday- All schools 

and central offices 

closed 

  

Mission: Richard Henry Lee provides a safe and challenging environment in which all children can learn.  We strive to have 

our school community actively involved in empowering students to become lifelong learners and productive members of 

society. 
Vision: We have a safe and open environment for learning that encourages risk-taking among all students and staff.  We 

provide a rigorous environment that fosters diversity while encouraging students to be critical thinkers, communicators and 

problem solvers.  We collaborate to learn from each other and to strengthen relationships  

between families and school.  We are all engaged in learning, staff and students alike, finding joy in its constant pursuit. 

 

From the Principal 

Our students are quickly falling into the routines and expectations in 

their classrooms. Teachers have spent time getting to know your children and 

team building with all students.  

You may have noticed a slight change in routine with your child’s 

homework. AACPS curriculum no longer includes teaching writing mechanics 

in isolation- meaning no more spelling lists or tests. We would like to challenge 

families to establish a new routine which strongly supports the social & 

emotional well-being of students. In place of “traditional” spelling homework 

spend some face time with your child. Set aside individual time with each of 

your children and genuinely check in. Try asking a few questions like: 

• What was your favorite part about today? 

• What was most difficult about today? 

• What are you most proud of from your school day? 

• How can I help you right now? 

Then set aside time to read to/with your child or play a game/ play outside. 

If you already have this routine in your household, we applaud you! Research 

shows that students who may struggle with handling emotions are better able 

to self-regulate if they have face to face interactions with adults. 

Hopefully, we will see some of you back for conferences on October 

15th or 16th. Information about conferences were sent home last month. If you 

have not received a notice, please contact the main office. 

We are excited to partner with Corkran Middle School again for Trunk-

or-Treat on Friday, October 25th. Teachers will be holding fall celebrations in 

their classrooms on October 31st and students may wear school appropriate 

costumes (no fake weapons or masks).  

                                                                 Sincerely, 

     Lisa Koennel   

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEDERAL IMPACT SURVEY  

  

School Counselor’s Corner 

Back to School Program 
Through the generosity of community organizations, our Back to School Program 
was able to provide 68 backpacks filled to the brim with supplies to help students 
in need succeed this school year! 
 

Introducing:  Ron Clark’s House System 

Sharing Circles 
RHLee will continue to work with students to build 
community and cohesiveness within our classrooms and 
school-wide this year with the use of our “Sharing 
Circles”.  Teachers will be facilitating sharing circles in 
each classroom.  These circles will provide students with 
the opportunity to learn more about their classmates 
and teachers throughout the school year.  We’re excited 
about how sharing circles are helping to foster a positive 
school culture here at RHLee!  
 

Hello Families!  My name is Mrs. Horn.  I am the School Counselor at Richard Henry Lee 
Elementary School.  I am extremely excited about the new school year!  I will be meeting with 
your child’s class throughout the year, providing classroom guidance lessons on varying topics, 
including: 
 

o Personal Space o Friendship 
o Bullying o Problem-Solving 
o Growth Mindset o Academic Planning (4th and 5th grade students) 
o Teamwork o Safety 

 
In addition to classroom guidance lessons, I also am available to meet with children 
individually and in groups, as needed, to discuss any academic or personal/social issues that 
might arise throughout the school year.  I am a resource for the students, but for parents as 
well, so please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I look forward to 
working with you and your student at Richard Henry Lee Elementary School! 
 

 

Please feel free to contact me with 

any questions or concerns 

throughout the school year at:  

(410) 222-6435 or dhorn@aacps.org 

 

 This year, RHLee is introducing an exciting new way to engage students and build communities among 

our staff and students.  Each student, in first through fifth grades, will be sorted into one of four 

“Houses”:  

• Reveur- The House of Dreamers- Blue House (French Word) 

• Amistad- The House of Friendship- Red House (Spanish Word) 

• Isibindi- The House of Courage- Green House (Zulu, South African Word) 

• Altruismo- The House of Givers- Black House (Portuguese Word) 
Students will earn “House Points” throughout the school year which will encourage friendly competition 

among the “Houses”, as well as mentor/friendship opportunities for older students and younger students 

within the “Houses”.  “House” celebrations will occur quarterly.   

 

We are SO excited about this new initiative!  Students are going to work hard and play hard this year at 

RHLee!!!     

mailto:dhorn@aacps.org


On Tuesday, October 1, 2019, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form.  Please assist us by filling out 
the information requested on the form and return it to Richard Henry Lee ES.  The U.S. Department of Education allows 
a multiple child form. AACPS has designed a form that will allow two children’s names for your convenience.  Should you 
have more than two children, please utilize a second form that you can either obtain from the school or download from the 
AACPS website at www.aacps.org. Also, please note that the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they 
work on Federal Property, the complete address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form must 
be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian.  The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2019-2020 will be available to 
download on October 1, 2019.  We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind 
everyone about the significance of completing and returning this survey.  The school system receives approximately $2 
million in funding from the Federal government in support of our children after the forms are processed.   

 
 
ATTENDANCE 

 Regular attendance is important for school success.  Legal absences include illness, death in the family, observance of a 

religious holiday, state emergencies and court summons.  

Notes to excuse Absence or Tardy are required.  

• Days Absent- A student is counted present for a 1/2 day if in attendance for at least 2 hours.  A student in 

attendance for more than 1/2 the school day is counted for a full day. 

• Tardy-  A student is tardy if arriving after the school day has begun but before the school day is one-half completed.  

If the student arrives at half day or later than one-half day, the student is absent one-half day. 

• Early Dismissal - A student is considered to be an early dismissal if the student is dismissed for less than one-

half of the school day.  If the student is dismissed for one-half or more of the school day, the student is absent one-

half day. 

• For each absence, a note stating the reason for the absence must be written by the parent/guardian and sent to 

the child’s teacher upon returning to school.  AN ABSENCE OF 5 OR MORE DAYS REQUIRES A DOCTOR’S 

NOTE UPON RETURN TO SCHOOL.  When these procedures are not followed, the absence code is assumed to 

be unlawful. 

• Attendance is part of the criteria monitored by the Maryland State Department of Education for each school’s 

performance report card.  Excessive absences are reported to the Pupil Personnel Worker for investigation.  

Excessive absences are defined as more than 12 days absent each school year or 3 days each marking 

period. 

 

DELAYED OPENINGS  
When there is a two-hour delayed opening, children should arrive at school by 10:30 a.m.  If your child rides 

the bus, the route will begin two hours later than the normally scheduled times.  

EARLY DISMISSALS (Scheduled and Unscheduled) 

 When children are dismissed on or two hours early, it is important for them to know what they are to do.  Please tell 

your child where s/he is to go if you will not be home (neighbor’s house, etc.).  You should also practice this plan with 

your child, as it will ensure their safety when s/he returns home earlier than usual.  

You may call 410-222-5000 regarding school closings or log onto www.aacps.org or register at www.schoolsout.com for 

instant email on school closings. 

 

 

Nurse’s Notes       



School Health Staff— Our Nurse Autumn Leidy is available most days per week and is the person who has the most 
direct contact with your child when there is an illness or injury at school.  Our Health Assistant Tammy Hupfl is trained in 
First Aid and CPR.  
 If your child has a medical condition that may affect their time at school, please contact the school nurse to discuss the 

student’s condition.  

We are committed to helping your student have a healthy and successful school year. Our goal is to keep your 
child healthy so they can miss the least amount of instructional time while at Richard Henry Lee. As we 
approach flu season it is important we remember to practice healthy habits like handwashing, covering our 
mouths when we cough or sneeze, and staying home to rest when we are sick. There will be an upcoming flu 
clinic where students may receive a free flu shot on Oct  23rd. Your student will be sent home with a form at a 
later date. 
 
Please remember if your child has a fever, vomiting, or has diarrhea to keep your student home until they are 
free of those symptoms for 24 hours.  
 
Also, please contact the health room if your student has any health needs that may impact their education. All 
medication is to be brought in by a parent with a parent's request to administer medication form (PRAM).   
 
 

• Keep an extra set of clothes (especially bottoms) in a bag in their locker.  The bathrooms are further away this 
year.  Accidents can happen at any age.  Keeping extra clothes in their locker will allow them to quickly change 
and get back to learning.  The health room does not supply clothes.  

• If your child has a fever of 100° (or higher) keep them home.  Over the counter medicine may bring the 
temperature down but won’t stop the germs from spreading to other students.  

• If your child gets sent home from the health room with a temperature of 100° they must be fever free for 24 
hours without the help of medicine before returning to school.   

• If your child has red, draining eyes, diarrhea or an unusual rash, keep them home.  They may need to see a 
doctor for further evaluation.  

• Any medication (prescription, inhalers, over-the-counter) that your child needs at school must be  

• accompanied with a doctor’s order. An adult must deliver the medicine to the health room. Prescription 
medication must be in a pharmacy-labeled container with the student’s name.  Non-prescription medications 
must be in a new SEALED package. 

• Keep your child’s immunizations up to date.  If you need assistance getting vaccines call the school nurse, Sue 
Wingard RN at 410-222-6435. 

• Make sure that your child gets a good night’s sleep.  Turn off all screens (TV, phone, video games) at least one 
hour before bed time.  

• Send your child to school with a snack.   
 

If you have questions or would like to share pertinent health information with the school nurse call Richard Henry Lee 
Elementary School at 410-222-6435.  Ask for the school nurse, Autumn Leidy RN or Tammy Hupfl CNA.  

                                                                               
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Our summer reading celebration was a huge success and a lot of fun!  Students 

were treated to snowballs, we played games, and everyone walked away with a book.  

Congratulations to all students who participated!   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
PTA MISSION:  To make every child’s potential a reality by engaging 

and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children. 

We value collaboration, commitment, diversity, respect and 

accountability.  
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD:  Melissa Phillips-President, Jamie Causey-Vice 

President, Rob Nicholas-Treasurer, Jennifer Mitchell-Secretary,  

Tanisha Poole- Membership  

Upcoming PTA Meetings: 
Monday, October 7th, 2019 
@ 6 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, November 12th, 2019 

@ 6 p.m.  

 
Membership 

Our membership drive is off to 
an awesome start!  So far, we 
have 25 members.  It’s not too 
late to join us.  Dues will be 
collected throughout the school 
year, so please consider joining 
us in order to make your voice 
count and support our 
students.  

 

Box Tops 

There are BIG changes to the 
Box Tops program.  Please 
continue to support this 
fundraising effort by submitting 
Box Tops in one of three ways: 

send clipped Box Tops to 
school; create an account 
online at  
www.boxtops4education.com 
or use the Box Tops Mobile App 
available through Google Play 
or the Apple App Store.   
 

World’s Finest Chocolate 
Thank you to all of our families 
who were able to participate in 
this fundraiser!  
 

Trunk or Treat 
Mark your calendars for the 
R.H. Lee/Corkran Trunk or Treat 
event which will take place on 

Friday, October 25th.  More 
details to come. 
 

Spirit Night Dinner Out 

Our next Spirit Night Dinner 
Out is scheduled for November 
12th at Chipotle on Mountain 
Road.  We hope you’ll consider 
joining us for a yummy dinner!  
Proceeds will be used to 
support our students.  
 
 

Quarter Auction 
Mark your calendars for  the 
R.H. Lee  Quarter  Auction on 
November  15th , all   proceeds 
will benefit  our school.  

 

 

R.H. Lee PTA 

Newsletter 

Issue: October 2019 

Contact Us 

Email: 

RHLEEPTA@gmail.com 

Facebook:  
RHLee PTA 
 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:RHLEEPTA@gmail.com
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“Kids Helping Kids” 
 
When:  Tuesday, October 1st – Thursday, October 31st, 2019 
What:  A non-perishable food drive that benefits Maryland’s food banks. 
Why:  “Kids Helping Kids” provides students an opportunity to learn about hunger and help 
other children in need.  One-third of the people served by emergency food programs in 
Maryland are children under the age of 18. 

 

Spirit Week Themed-Days 
 
Tuesday, October 1st, 2019 - “I CAN go to College - Tuesday”    
Students are encouraged to wear college clothing.  Staff are encouraged to wear clothing from 
the college they attended.  Students and staff are encouraged to bring in canned food items. 
 
Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019 – “Wake Up” Wednesday 
Students are encouraged to wear their pajamas and bring in breakfast foods (cereal, granola 
bars, oatmeal, pop tarts, juice boxes, etc). 
 
Thursday, October 3rd – “SOARing” Thursday 
Students and staff are encouraged to wear RHLEE school colors, red and black.  Students and 
staff are encouraged to bring in non-perishable food items.   
 
Friday, October 4th – “Fan Favorite” Friday 
Students and staff are encouraged to wear their favorite sports team clothing and/or 
accessories.  Please bring in your favorite non-perishable food items (i.e. peanut butter, 
macaroni and cheese, cereal, etc.).  
 
Monday, October 7th – “Souper Veggie” Monday 
Students and staff are encouraged to wear their favorite super hero shirts and to donate cans 
of soup or vegetables. 

 

*Food items that students bring to school will be collected in boxes located in 

their classrooms.   
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Richard Henry Lee Elementary will be holding a fundraising campaign which will culminate with students 

participating in RHLEE Run For Fun on October 18, 2019.  

All proceeds from this fundraiser will be used to enhance and support the educational experience at 

Richard Henry Lee Elementary. 

 This is an important fundraiser for our school and we need your help to make this campaign a success! 

Your child has been given their own personal fundraising webpage.  

The address of your child’s fundraising webpage can be found on the flyer included in this package. If 

you aren’t sure of the address (URL) of your child’s personal fundraising webpage, go to the website 

rhlee.myfunrun.com, click on donate, then enter your child’s first name (or participant number). 

 To raise money, share your child’s personal fundraising webpage address with family and friends 

around the world by email, Facebook, Twitter, or any other method you prefer.  

You can also share your child’s webpage easily by clicking on one of the “Share” icons at the top right of 

your child’s personal fundraising webpage.  

People with whom to share your child’s personal fundraising page:  

· Family members   · Friends   · Colleagues   · Educators   · Neighbors   · Etc... Please help and encourage 

your child to surpass his/her goal of $25. Every dollar counts! 

 

 


